CASS  
IN CONFIDENCE
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL, POLARIS HOUSE, NORTH STAR AVENUE, SWINDON SN2 1EU
Tel: 01793 411500 	
BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY, HIGH CROSS, MADINGLEY ROAD, CAMBRIDGE CB3 0ET
Antarctic Access Office email: afibas@bas.ac.uk 
ANTARCTIC FIELDWORK SUPPORT REQUEST –
COLLABORATIVE ANTARCTIC SCIENCE SCHEME (CASS) PROPOSAL

Please follow the instructions on this form carefully, as failure to do so may disqualify your bid. The completed form should be sent as an e-mail attachment to: afibas@bas.ac.uk. Proposals must be accompanied by a Letter of Support from the Science Leader of the BAS-based science partnership, or from the Principal Investigator of the NERC-funded project or programme which the CASS proposal is associated with. For further information, please refer to this link.
Proposals should be received no later than 16:00 on 31st March 2026 for support during the 2026/27 austral summer field season. Submissions received after this deadline will be considered only if there are exceptional mitigating circumstances for the late submission and if the requested logistic support is still feasible on the proposed timescale. Contact details of the proposed fieldwork personnel must be supplied to the Antarctic Access Office afibas@bas.ac.uk no later than 30th June 2026 so that BAS is able to include those persons in scheduled briefing and training events in preparation for Antarctic deployment.


	1.	Investigators:
	Principal Investigator

	Co-Investigator (1)

	Co-Investigator (2)


	2.	Institution:
3.	Address:
	




	




	





	4.	Contact telephone:
	e-mail:
	

	

	



If there are more than two Co-Investigators, please list their respective details on a separate sheet.
	5.	TITLE OF RESEARCH PROJECT (Do not exceed 200 characters) 
Click here to enter text.



	6.	ABSTRACT (Do not exceed 750 characters)
Click here to enter text.



	7.	BAS LOGISTIC SUPPORT AND RESEARCH STATION OR SHIP FACILITIES REQUESTED
Please summarise the proposed fieldwork, including location(s), duration, and any constraints on the timing within season. Provide information about the logistic support needed and any required research station or ship facilities. Further detail on Ship Facilities and Laboratory requirements should be provided in Sections 8 and 9, respectively.
You should outline any cargo requirements, identifying country of origin, estimating the volume of items, and highlighting whether there are any hazards (inc. lithium batteries) or items with special stowage conditions.
Provide names of personnel you are requesting to deploy under CASS, and where PhD students are involved, highlight who will be responsible for their supervision during their deployment. If there is need for field assistant support, this should also be identified. 
Note that requests for logistic resources significantly in excess of those already committed to the support of grant-funded projects or to other existing Antarctic fieldwork programme commitments by BAS cannot be considered.Click here to enter text.



***Proceed to Section 8 on next page***



		8.	SHIP FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS
This section is required for any proposal involving ship facilities. 
☐ If your project does NOT require any ship facilities, then please tick this box and proceed to section 9.

8.1. Underway instrumentation

	Category
	Requirements (please tick as needed)
	Additional info

	Underway Uncontaminated Sea Water
	☐ Temperature
	 

	
	☐ Salinity
	 

	
	☐ Fluorescence
	 

	
	☐ Transmissometer
	 

	
	☐ Sound velocity
	 

	
	☐ Uncontaminated Sea Water*
	 

	Acoustic instrumentation
	☐ ADCP
	 

	
	☐ EK80
	 

	
	☐ EM712
	 

	
	☐ EM124
	 

	
	☐ TOPAS
	 

	
	☐ MS70
	 

	
	☐ ME70
	 

	Underway Atmospheric Instruments
	☐ Ozone
	 

	
	☐ Black carbon
	 

	Underway Meteorological Instruments
	☐
	 

	*If you'd like to install an instrument to the UCSW system, please refer to section 8.2.2



8.2. Laboratory instrumentation
8.2.1 Please indicate which SDA Laboratory Instrument(s) you require:
	Instrument (please tick as needed)
	Additional Info

	☐ LabSTAF
	

	☐ Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM)*
	

	☐ Salinometer
	

	☐ Drying oven
	

	☐ Liquid nitrogen generator
	

	*SEM is only available occasionally and comes with trained personnel requirements



8.2.2 ☐ If you need to install your own laboratory equipment on the ship, then please tick this box and name the instrument(s) below. You will also need to complete and submit an SDA Equipment Installation Request Form and submit this with your CASS application. 
Click here to enter text.


8.3. Other sampling equipment
Please detail any other sampling equipment to be used (e.g. passive collectors on the observation deck, instruments piggybacking on science cruise over-side deployments).
Click here to enter text.




9.	LABORATORY AND SAMPLE REQUIREMENTS
This section is required for any proposal involving laboratory work, sample storage/transport, or chemical use. 
☐ If your project does NOT require any lab facilities, chemical use, or sample handling, then please tick this box and proceed to section 10.

9.1. Lab space requirements 

	Laboratory work type
	Approximate total area required (m2)
	Any specific requirements e.g. next to a sink

	Wet
	
	

	Dry
	
	



9.2. Detail any Local Exhaust Ventilation requirements (e.g. fume hood, laminar flow, biological safety cabinet). Click here to enter text.



9.3. List all chemicals and gases required, indicating the maximum anticipated volume for each, and highlighting any high hazard substances. Click here to enter text.


9.4. Identify any instruments or equipment being:
	i) requested from BAS
	ii) provided by the science party; please highlight any power, data, and service connection requirements

	NOTE: all equipment must have a valid PAT for the full duration of use.Click here to enter text.

 

9.5. List the methods to be conducted. Full protocols aren’t required at this stage, but you should identify any specific risks associated with the methods, and highlight any sensitivities (e.g. cross-contamination, light, temperature etc.). Click here to enter text.



9.6. Provide an estimate of the volume of waste to be produced, highlighting any hazardous waste, including batteries.
	NOTE: Chemical waste cannot be disposed of down drains at any BAS location. If you anticipate generating a large volume of non-hazardous waste, special permission may be possible with prior approval. Click here to enter text.


9.7. What sample type(s) will be collected? 
	- Highlight whether any species fall under CITES
	- Where an Animal Plant and Health Agency (APHA) import licence is required, indicate whose licence samples will be imported underClick here to enter text.



9.8. Sample storage and transit requirements
	
	Storage conditions
	Approximate volume required on Station (m3)
	Approximate volume required for transit (m3)
	Additional info

	Ambient
	
	
	

	Light-protected
	
	
	

	+4 °C
	
	
	

	−20 °C
	
	
	

	−80 °C (Rothera, KEP & SDA only)
	
	
	



9.9. Sample requirements on return to the UK

	☐ 	Samples to be retained at BAS
· Indicate whether material will be destructively analysed or disposed of
· Detail any material (inc. estimated volume) to be archived for long-term storageClick here to enter text.


	☐ 	Samples to be transferred to another institute
· Identify the receiving institute and confirm whether they hold the relevant authorisations
· Within the UK: Receiving institute must hold relevant authorisations (e.g. APHA LOA for plants/soils; ABP for animal materials)
· Outside of UK – Receiving institute must hold required import authorisations for the final destination country and any transit countriesClick here to enter text.




	10.	ALIGNMENT WITH EXISTING SCIENCE ACTIVITY
Please indicate which NERC grant-funded project or BAS science programme component the proposed research will be associated with.Click here to enter text.



	11.	SELF FUNDING CONTRIBUTIONS
Please indicate any self-funding contributions your institute could make towards the logistical costs of your project (e.g. travel between the UK and Punta Arenas/Falkland Islands, pre-deployment medical expenses, Personal Survival Techniques training).

Note: The inclusion of self-funding contributions is voluntary and is not a prerequisite for submission. Self-funding contributions will not influence which projects are prioritised for CASS funding. 
Click here to enter text.



	12. BRIEF SCIENTIFIC CASE
On no more than TWO SIDES of A4 (to include references, tables and diagrams), using 11 point font, single line spacing, and with margins no less than 2 cm all round, please provide a synopsis of the science case for the proposed project. This should include a description of the objectives and justification of the methodology. References may be presented in a smaller font size.




Notes:

The proposal must be accompanied by a Letter of Support from the Science Leader of the BAS-based science partnership, or from the Principal Investigator of the NERC-funded project or programme to which the CASS project will be associated.

Please note that proposals should usually request fieldwork support for no more than one individual. An exception may be made when the fieldwork is to be conducted by a student and if appropriate supervisory arrangements will not be available at the requested fieldwork location(s). Students are not permitted unsupervised access to BAS logistic support and research facilities.

Proposals will be assessed jointly by BAS Director of Science and by the NERC Senior Programme Manager. If the number of CASS proposals received exceeds the logistic support capacity available that season, and/or exceeds the annual financial support for CASS available from NERC, a Panel will be convened by NERC to provide independent assessment of the relative scientific merits of the proposals. The Panel will be asked to recommend a support priority order, taking into account the specific resources requested and those available.

The Antarctic Access Office Coordinator, based at BAS, will inform CASS applicants of the outcome of their proposals and, for successful proposals, will liaise on the preparations needed for the fieldwork and will be the first point of contact for enquiries.

Further information is available on the BAS website – please click here.
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