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Part I The Work at Base A, k3 -kk  Fommeoers
-
Introduction i

S5.5. "Fitzroy' carrying personnel, stores N
and equipment for Base A, accompanied by H.,1M.S5. "William
Scoresby' arrived at Port Lockroy in the late afternoon of
11th February, 1944, A site for the base was chosen on
Goudier Islet, the largest of the rocky islets guarding
the inner anchorage of Port Lockroy. Landing operations
began immediately, 'Fitszroy' using two large flat-bottomed
gscows which, lashed together and decked over with planking,
were capable of loading some 15 tons at a time, By night-

@ . fall a mass of packing cases covered the rocky summit of
the islet, The last of the stores were landed on the 16th
and at half-past three on the morning of the 17th we came
ashore to live in our partly completed house. tPitzroy?

o and 'Scoresby' sailed an hour later.

The Argentine vessel '"Primo de liayo'! had
visited this harbour im liarch 1943 and had left ample
evidence of her visit. On the rocks of the penguin
rookery a few hundred yards from the base the name 'Primo
de lieyo' wasmplashed in larse red letters along with other
nemes whieh evidently belonged to some of her crew. On
the highest point of Goudier Islet a metal Argentine flag
had been erected but it had been poorly guved and had fallen
down. A brass cylinder containing an Argentine doocument
laying claim to these territories was subsequently found
near the site of this flag. A similar flag and eylinder
had already been found at Deception Island. Both flags
and eylinders have been sent to the Governor of the Falkland
Islands for safe keeping.

A busy three months feollowed the departure
of "Pitzroy' and 'Scoresby’. The house was completed and
P greatly extended. A Nissen hut was erected and all the
stores were sorted out and moved into it. The meteorological
equipment was set up and the worki routine of the base as
a whole %ot going. The outside buildi was completed by
mid-April and the bulk of the interior fittings of the house
p 4 1nclud1nf those of the laboratory by the end of Uay. During
/ this period we received two visits from H.uU.S. '"William
Scoresby’, the first on the 19th liarch when she remained
until the 24th, the second on 17th April. On the 22nd
uargg 'gcoreagy' garﬁiad a p:g?{ f{om Base A to Cape Renard
on the Danco Coast where a
erect a metal Union r{a;. v arioBoinis s "9 RISs 5o

The winter months were spent largel 4 ™
paring and training for sledzing. There was agngatndzif
to do as there had been no time in Londom to give any
attention to thie side of our work. There were skis, tents
and sledges to rig and assemble, man-harness and eanvas
sovers for sleeping bags to sew, ration boxes and soft
winter ski bindings teo make, sledging rations o prepare
and mueh else, to mention but a few of the specinlised
items of equipment essential to polar travel , ¥e had ne
;iedgz y?eellbut Ashiton econtrived an ingenious pubstitute
'Sg:r:aby?¥c e vheel and an o0ld Cherud leg we got from the



After some experiment a workable soft
winter ski binding was evolved. It consists essentially
of a rope-soled canvas overshoe or slipper, stiffened at
the heel, which can either be permanently screwed on to
the ski or slipped into the ordinary Bernina binding as
with a leather ski boot. In either case the heel spring
of the Bernina binding is used so that the soft binding
gives as much rigidity and control on steep traverses as
an ordinary stiff ski boot. For manhauling our skis were
fitted with Weddell skins which have proved ideal for all
types of surface. They aré possibly a little on the heavy
gside but one soon becomes accustomed to the extra weight,

During this period most of the party learnt
to ski =nd by the end of winter they were able %o move about
comfgrtably and quickly over all types of surface and
country.

While this work was in progress Taylor be-
sides overhauling and preparing his own esquipment carried
@® out a detailed survey of the harbour and its neighbourhood
' and later, towards the end of July, a sledge party consist-
ing of Taylor, Lamb, Davies and Marr extended this work
northwards to the Dorian Bay rdgion and beyond,

Although we had hoped %o get farther afield,
possibly as far as the Danco Coast, the open state of the
ses this winter confined our sledging in the end to Wiencke
island alone, Tndeed even during the coldest months the
sea ice never held firmly enough for trovelling except in
the immediate vieinity of the base.

On 9th September Lesmb and Davies on reccon-
nslgance crossed to the east side of Wiencke Island by way
of 8 1000-foot ice-filled pass which has gince been called
Thudder Glacier from the frequency of the avalanches which
gweep it and after one avalanche in particular which we have
very good reason to remember-, On this journey a rouEe was
looked out Hm the survey party which was to follow. survey
operations on Wiencke Island were begun on the 17th September
when the first loads were relayed up & difficult passage on
to the glacier overlooking the harbour. An account of these
operations is given in the extract from my diary whieh is

' 4 attashed and by Taylor in his report,

The survey party returned to the base on
17th October and the next three weeks were spent by Teylor,
Lamb, Bagk, Farrington and self in biological collecting

- and im the prepsration of this report.

The Base fHut,
(See plan accompanying Taylor's report)

This building, for 1tqoan hardii ?: ﬁ::g;éb,ﬁ
%, has been named Bransfield House. - !
:;daegg;;dious and is possibly a more elaborate building
than has hitherto been erected in Antarctica— at any rate
a British expedition. 0f the whole structure only the
seotion marked workroom im the plan, together with the
xitohen, is the original Boulton and payl hut we drought
out with us frem "agland. The remsinder, comprising mess
room, eabins, store room, seullery nng the rest, was put
together from a motley collection of materinsls-— corrugated

1, See Warrative of Burvey Operations on Tiencke

1eland (Wamber 7 in the 1ist of papers and re-
cords) attached teo this report.
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iron, timber and lining paper from Deception, heavy beams
dating from the whaling days dug up out of the ice on
Wiencke Island, the woodwork ond beaver board of the second
Nissen hut which was not erected, packing cases and junk of
everyk description, the whole eked out with a quantity of
timber, sisalkraft and aluminium foil supplied as good
measure by Boulton and Paul along with the original hut.

The section marked store room, with the bath-
room, lavatory and wireless engine room off, is built through-
out of corrugated iron lined with bits of packing cases and
double roofed, over & stout framework of heavy timber from
Wiencke Island. The bath came from the derelict hospital
at Deception.

The mess room deckhead is lined with beaver
board which was also used for the cabin partitions. This
is an excellent material, light and easy to work, which can
be put to a variety of uses,. It stows well and future ex-
peditions would be well advised to carry large quantities
. of it, as well as of the wooden slides which hold it together,
' Tt has not been used in the Antarctic before but has been \
widely used in the Arctie during this war.

[d The whole structure is anchored by 1% inch
circunference steel wires passed over the roof and hove
down with bottle screws to heavy boulders which were prised
off the country rock with wedges and crowbars and dragged
jnto position by tackles, luff upon luff,

We are indebted for this fine residence to
the energy, genius and craftemanship of Lewis Ashton, the
carpenter, who in & hundred other ways has proved himself
tc be a most valuable member of the expedition.

The Boulton and Paul hut has proved thoroughly
satisfactory in every respect and I should like to express my
gratitude to that firm for supplying at short notice sueh an
excellent building.

Doubtless we could have done with a less
elaborate building than we eventually built, but bearing
in mind the politieal background from which the expedition

o started and the possibility of the permanent cccupation of
this base which that might entail I considered we had good
reason Tor erecting as imposing a structure as we eould.

Health and Feeding.

The health of the party has been good throughe-
out in spite of the fact that we have lived through the winter
almost entirely on our timned provisions., lo one has felt
the slightest 111 effects from this whieh must be aseribed to
our daily doses of Vitamin C {Ascorbie agid) tablets. Seals
were searce. Only four, all Weddells and ractically all we
saw, were shot for food. The steaks and livers are excellent,
ve have also tried the heart- stuffed. it is very palatable
and undistinguishable from the stuffed heart cammgnly en=
countered in restaurants at home., Shags { Phal acrocorax)
were oceasionally eaten, They were usually served en
easserole and very palatable they were too0. There appears
To be no fish in the harbour which is a pity. Traps lowered
through holes ocut in the ice were get in various parts of

the bay but without succees.

of the original consigmment of fresh veg-
etables landed from *'Fitszroy' the Swedes, onions and earrots
kept best, The onions lasted inte August, The potatoes
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never had a fair chance. During the first month after our
landing high day temperatures accompanied by rain and sleet
often alternated with heavy frosts at night and as a result
of the alternate freezing and thawing to which they were sub-
jected they quickly deteriorated and went bad. Freezing of
potatoes does not matter provided they can be kept frozen.

It is possible that chickens and pigs could be
kept at these bases, They do well enough at South Georgia.

We have lived well, indeed luxuriously, on the
excellent cooking and baking of A, T. Berry who has found an
able and willing assistant in Blyth. Blyth has done well,
Temperamentally and physically he is well suited to this sort
of 1ife. He took my place in the survey sledge party after
1 had to return to the base to deal with urgent signals from
the Falklands in early October and is shortly to go off again
with Lamb on a botanical expedition inte the interior of
Wiencke Island,

. Survey Work

Owing to the unsatisfactory condition of the

sea ice for travelling this winter survey operations have

o been restricted to Wiencke Island end the immediate vicinity
of Port Lockroy. With so small an area to cover Taylor
rightly decided to survey it om a scale and with a wealth of
detail which has not I believe hitherto been attempted in
these latitudes, It is realised of course that with so much
of the north Graham Land coast imperfectly charted or still
unexplored the time has not vet come for such detailed work
and that it can only be justified under circumstances such as
we experienced this winter when no al ternative course is open.

Wwireless Communication

Wireless communication with the Naval Officer-
in-Charge, Falklands was established by Farrington on the day
after our arrival at Port Lockroy. 1% has been maintained
daily ever since without a single hitch except for one morning
when the alarum e¢lock failed and we all slept in and were an
hour late with the morning weather report. Farrington has
done a fine job. By keeping us daily in touch with the world

@ and never once falling to send out our routine messages heihas
done the expedition, and all it stands for, a greater service
than any other member of 1%, e was in charge of the base
during my absencé on wiencke Island and in addition to the

4 many other wvaluable gervices he has rendered he took charge

of lamps and kept us lighted and cheerful throughout the long
winter nights.

gtores and Bquipment

All stores and equipment are under cover either
in the Visseam hut or stowed in the aﬁple ghelving of thghiiv-
ing quarters annexe and porchway. The fine condigion 18%0
ave in today is the result of the long hours of ar ueunThe ur
gpent on them by Davies whose charge they have beaﬁ. -
whole 1ife and work of an expedition sueh as this :gg itpig
the protection and maintenance of its vital stgr;a it 3 R
not generally appreciated what 8 vast amount el lar 'artip .
tacuiar and often thankless work that this entailes, D¢ eularly
in the early days of the establishment of & base.
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Seientifie Vork

In the purely scientific field the most im-
portant data so far obtained have been collected by Lamb,
the botanist, and Back, the surgeon, who has charge of the
meteorological work, Back is intensely interested in
weather, and the faithful records he has kept, apart from
their scientific value, will strengthen our political position,
if strengthened it need be, should our sovereign rights over
these territories sgain be gquestioned by a foreign power.
With the exception of Rudmose Brown, who wintered on Laurie
Island in 1903, Lemb, I believe, is the only other British
botanist to visit Antarctica since the days of Joseph Hooker,
over a hundred years ago, and I am convinced that, restricted
a8 his field has been, his meticulous and painstaking work
here has already gone & long way towards clearing up the somewhat
confused taxonomy of the Antarctie lichens. Should we be
fortunate enough to establish ourselves at Hope Bay next year,
where a muech wider field will be open to him, he can look for-
ward with confidence to bringing back further important results,
In addition to his botanical work Lamb has acted as our official
photographer. The majority of the photographs in the album
which accompanies this report are his work and he has done all
the developing and printing.

There is no professional geologist in the

. Bage A party but it is hoped that W.R.Flett from Deception

nay be able to visit us seon in order to carry out a geological
survey of our area, in the meantime rock specimens have been
collected by us from CGoudier Islet and from other points and
iglets in its vieinity. Other collections have been made from
higher altitudes on Wiencke Island, up to 1400 feet.

: In zoology little has been done so far. in
the begimning my time was wholly taken up with the building
of the base, the sorting, unpacking and protection of the vital
stores, and later on with the construction and preparation of
the sledging equipment required for the survey work we had in
view, It was not until the return of the sledging party from
Wiencke Island on 18th October that I was able to give my un-
ddvided attention to soology. The winter ice covering the
harbour had by that time partially broken up and dispersed and
I wes 2ble to make a somewhat sketchy ecological survey of the
founa and flora of the iece-wornénd outwardly barren boulder
beach below the base on Goudier Islet. The collection although
gmall is very rich in species. The ecological notes are con-
cerned mainly with the problem of how gsuek a compmnity contrives
to survive end maintain iteeif in spite of the severe gringing
action by ice to which its habitat is annually subjected.

in the eourse of this work an interesting botitom-
1iving diatom was found. 1t is a species of Biddulphia forming
long chains comprising an enormous nunber of individual cells,
it grows in dense tufts about the size of a fist in crevice;
vetwean boulders subtmerged in shallow water inshore. %n the
Antarctic plankton the genus Biddulphia is raproacnta: y one
or two species which ococeur only neritically, that is t: sq{Q
alwayes in the vieinity of land. 1t would be intor:: :geoi
learn if there is any connection between these neri O‘.E ‘fos
and the truly bettom-living form found in the sublittor

rort Logkrey.

: 7 ies
Larce Seyphemedusae, pelonging to & spec
1 have not hitherte seen in the Antaretie, have seccasionally
peen seen swimming in the harbouy . Two heve been collected,
ene of them nearly three feet across,




Summary

The failure of the main party to establish
itself at lHope Bay and the restricted geographlical field in
which it eventually had to operate is reflected in the strictly
limited scientific and geographical results that have been
achieved. We may however be permitted to regard at least with
some measure of satisfaction two aspects of the operation,
which while not in themselves very great achievments, may
eventually prove to be of paramount importance when questions
of sovereignity over these territories come finally to be
thrashed out. First, taking the purely political standpoint,
we are firmly established in Antaretica st two widely Beparated
points both of whigh have been surreptitiously visited and
¢laimed by Argentina, At both points Post Offices together
with meteorological and wireless stations have been set up
and all are going concerns. Second, after & break of five
years forced upom us by war, the active interest displayed
by Great Britain in this region continuously from 1925 until
the outbreak of the war has once again been revived and there
already appears to be a prospect of larger eperations to come.

Pinelly, whatever has been done has been
accomplished after the shortest period for organisation that
has probably ever been given to an eoperation of this kind,
the whole of the preparations in London, under gonditions of
the utmost secreay, being rushed through in a little over
two months, Actually as it was not until the 3rd October 1943
that I was informed that the Admiralty was prepared to undertake
the work of obtaining our supplies, by far the greater part of
the preparatory work, including the tracking down, release from
war work and selection of suitable personnel, was got through
in under a month. As a result, and in the absence of our own
vessel, not a single item of equipment was seen or checked by
us until our stores were finslly landed on the distant beaches
of Deception and Port Lockroy. When one considers the variety
of vessels employed in shipping our eargoe from England and the
number of hendlings and transhippings it received, it is
astonishing that the establishment of these bases went off as
smoothly as it did. The eargo carried by 'Bransfield! alone,
before it reached its destination, had been handled or transhipped
no fewer than ten times. T4 Wt R

Lieutenant Commander R,.H,V.R.

Bransfield liouse,
Port Leoekroy.
6th Vovember, 1044,



