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When the decision had eventuelly been made to

eotablish the base at Goudier Islet in Port Lockroy,
two sites beceame evailable for the construction of the
puildings. The most obvious one was upom a smell gravel
beach near the north west cormer of the island, and
sdjacent to what ultimately became the dinghy harboure
It was flat, near the best unloading point the island
possessed end its gravel would ke useful for the conecrete
ne&essafy‘fOr thexfoundations.0f‘the=buildings; However,,
it was only a few feet above sea Ievel, and no one seemed
to know exactly what Ice conditlons might be ?ncounﬁeTed
in the spring, so the choice was Finally made of the
slternative site higher up the isladds

- This second site was located near the summit
ot the isIand” a few hundred feet from the unloading

mwynrpah& gbout thirty feet above sca Tevel. It s

lay upon & deposit of small boulders end fragments of
rock hetween outerops of solid roeck running in an east
and west direction, While its loecation necessitated
the extra labour of trandporting eIl the materials and
supplies up from the beach, It being so far sbove the
sea precluded any possible danger fwom il

. Roughly spesking, the materials which we had
wiith us'@@msisﬁed of en ample supply to construet ereet
g pre-fitted wooden hwt 16 feet by 284, as supplied by
#he firm of Boulton and Paully e skimpy supply of parts
purﬁ?ted to Be sufficient for the erectiom of two Nissen
nuts, much of which was second hend; and an essortment
of” Iumber, nails and corrugated iron, among other things,
which hed been picked up at Deception Igland an our
journey souti.

These materisls had various sources in the first

instance, Much of the lumber used In the construction




@f’ﬁhe\omiginal.part;of'the hut, as that section designed
by Boulton and Paul has come to be known, was from Canada,
while its hardware and manufactured pieces were, of course,
British; The Nissen huts had once stood in the Falkland
Islands, before being dismantled to come down with us,
but the wood of which their floors had been built had
grown emong trees in West Africa. The supplies procured
from Deception Island had all been doubtless of” Norweg-
ian origin, for' some were so marked, and the timber had
once inhabited Norway's forests, Par® of the timbers
used for the floor joists of one of the exensions we
erected were the long derelict remains of an old whaiing
plan on nearby Wiencke Island. The house was a @osmo—.
politan one.

The assembly of the @figinalipart of the ®house
broceeded at & good speed, for there was plent¥ of assiste
ance, and the parts of the frame all having been once
erected in England, fitted easily together in sccordance
with the plans which accompanied them. OConcrete piers
were poured under the 6 x 6 inch stringers which ran
the length of the hut concurrently with the erectiom
of' the frame of 2 x 4's.. Two built up bolted trusses
supported the centre spans of the flat #%® pitched roof.
The entire roof end walls of" the building were Iined with
aluminum foiled'far'paper* over which was laid boards
of one inch tongue and groowve material, an air space
being left in the walls by means of battens. The roof
was covered with heavy rubberoid, well battened dowm,
and tarred at the joints, The inner part of the building
was completely lined with § inch tongue and groove mater-

in addition to :
ialypa small interior partition cutting of a 5 x 8 foot
area intended in the original plan to be a porch. The
floor was made of a layer of sisalcraft, one of heavy

canvas, one inch flooring, end finally was covered with




heavy % inch Iinoleum,.

| As this portion of' the building neared complet=-
fon, am extension 18 feet wide and of tle seme length as
the original portion was commenced, The concrete for:
footings for the posté which would support the floor
wes pouréd first in this inétanCE,‘direc%ly'on.top of
the loose scree (of which there has sinece been no appar-
ent subsidence). The supporting posts allowed the extens-—
lon of the floor at the same level as that of the orig=-
inal building, for the ground dropped rather sharply
over part of the area covered. Stringsrs from Deception
Island were covered with what had been the flooring of
the Niggen: huts to make the 500 #&wk square feet look
almost like a Jdance floor before the walls were up. Heavy
2 Inech tongue and groome’materiaIAfrom Deception was used
for the framing to the walls, together with some of the
surplus 2 x 4's supplied by Boulton and Paul., The walls
were low ( about 6 feet) and the roof was flat, allowing
only a 6 inch drop towards the north., Two windows from
the original hut were augmented by three others from a
Nissen hut to provide the extension with good natural
ilTumination.. The roof was covered with sisalcraft,.
cenvas snd § inch flooring of varying widths ( from Dec=
eption I.) end was covered with rubberoid and well battened
down: as before,. The intericr walls were lined with surplus
& ineh tongue and groove material left over after the

Ceiling

completion of the original huwt, while the ﬁQME'amd inte
erior partitions were lined with beaver board pilfered
from the supply of lining sheets for the Nissen huts.
They were largely light proof, bet though neither wind-
proof nor sound proof, they&id save a good deal of timber
which at this stage of the work was becoming noticeably

Although the remaining amount of Iumber available
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ha@.beﬁome most variegated as regards both eondition
and dimensions, there was still a fair quantity of it
left, so It was decided to construct a second extensiom,
8 feet by 30 in dimensions, which became loosely referred
to as the porch, although iqboint of* fact the porch ult-
imately occupied But a small proportion of it. Part of
this would suit the purpoge of a storercom, in addition
to provide Berry with extended facilitdes. To provide the
floor joists, it became necessary to rip saw 102 Iineal’
ﬁeet of the & x 9 timbers which had been brought from
Deception, a back bresking labour for so small a result,
The roof was treated iIm exactly the same manner as that
on the first extension, excepting for the fact that as
we had run out of rubberoid, it was givenm a second cover
of the canvas which was then heavily tarred. The wall
framing was largely comprised of dilapidated ends from
one of the Nissen huts, lined on the outside. with heavy
Norwégian.siding» and on the inside with the wvery thin
tongue and groove materials from the Nissen,

The discovery of some heavy 3 inch timbers on
the nearby Wiencke Island led to the resumption of a life
of' useful sevice of the components of an oil soaked derelict
whale plan in yet another addition to our hut, This
was: usuwally referred to as the annex and was 6%-X.33’feet
in extent together with a I5% x 9 foot addition along
part of Iits length. The new found heavy timbers made
very~str0ngﬁfringers.onn which to support the £loor,
much of whichwas laid with packing case wood. The walls
and roof were of corrugated irom, the wooff being doubled
to avoid the discomfitures ceused by condensed moisture
along its inner surface, Spare purlins from the Nigsen
huts were used to make the wall frames and roof‘supports;
Two swmall windows and a door completed the annex except

for the sanitary arrangements provided by a urinal and
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a "two holer" at the farthest end of the building. It
aléo»hau&e&.é‘baﬁhrcom;(wiih.anvenamelled bathtub pront
cuﬁ@ from Deceptian), an oil room containing the'paraffin,
petraol and a small motor generator set, and some long
ghelves used for the stowage of gear and supplies of a
more perishabﬁewnature;

As the decision had early beenbma&e'that only
ane Nissen hut would be>efecte@, the parts of one of
them became available for Incorporation in the hut and
prdvided,many usefuli;§§¥ggh'1tvwaS'use& almost in its
entirety, except forr the ecurved linigg sheels, and nol
the least usefull Item among the pieces so provided was
the box of smalll hardware..

To provide s %breronm” a Nissen hut was eredted
on & rather rough piece Qf‘roéky ground about 100 feet
gast of the’hauség Walls were built up from the supply
of boulders scettered sbout the island to provide a
more or less level face upon which to support the base
plate, a small concrete pier being bPuilt up umder the
locgtion of eac rib end. Later the floor was pargially
levelled off with these same boulders, as there was by
thig time no timber remaining with which to construct
a proper floor. We had only one window left from the
elght oniginally'éupplied,.so the other apertures were
boarded up; All the lining sheets were double nailed
in order to add ta the sﬁructu;é's Strengfh and registance
against the high winds expected, and it has now stood
up to a winter's gales apparentmy-un&amaged; There was
insufficient material left after the completiof af the
house to finish the Inner Iining, but it was extended
up the walls about seven feet..

Concerning the time taken to ### ered the builde
Ings,, some*dates.may-be“infbrmative; The first load of

Tumber went ashore on Feb. 12th, and building operations
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commenced that same day; By Feb. I7th, the original
part of the building comprising the present workroom Qaa
habiteble, and it was effectively completed on Feb. 22nd,,
on which date the first extension or Mess Room part of the
building was begum. About March 2nd the porch extension
vas started, and these latter two portions were completed
by the time the Willliam Scoeesbi paid her second visit
here that year mhLMarch I9th, The last part of" the
building, the annex, was finished about the end of April,
while the Nissen hut, which was erected concwrrently'
with the annex, was complleted on April 12th.

Thésa dates,, however, are no criterion upon whiech
to base an estimate of the actual time spent on erection
works,, ‘Whgn.we first arrived, all hands# including the cook
lent = handb and wé had additionsl ocecasional labour from
both the Fitzroy and the Scoresby. Following the departe—
ure of the ships, the working erew waes considerably whittled
down. Marr end Davies were busy almost continuwosly in
moving stores and in getting them under COVET, Berry and
Blair ( and subsequently Blyth) were kept busy in produce
ing food for the enormows appetites the other seven Qf
us‘&eveloped; Farrington had his infected finger, which
kept him from doing any but his radio work. And Back
was kept employed during the early part of our sojourm in
establishing his metecrological station and attending to
cuts bruises and other ailments, Later on, when his pract-—
ice lessened somewhat, he was able to provide Ashtonm
with longer spells of his~serv1093, But that left only
three of us to devote our full time to the construction
work --— Aghton, Lamb and myself, The work was entirely
under Ashton's supervision. ‘

It is MEthumy’as I write, and the house, with
all its appointments” is finished. We find it both comm~
odious snd comfortable,. Baakshelves¥ cupboards and tables

with other items of furniture and convenience have mads
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cted by the occupants

m covers the floors, and rugs serve
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