
 

 

 

Scientific Assistant – Antarctica 
Contract type: Antarctic Contract  

Duration: Antarctic Winter (18 - 27 Months) 

Salary: £23,937 per annum initially. Additionally, upon completion of a successful tour, you 

will receive a 10% bonus on your Antarctic Service.  

Benefits: We offer generous benefits  

Team: Antarctic employment pool team 

Location: Antarctica 

 

Description 
The British Antarctic Survey (BAS), part of the Natural Environment Research Council, aims 

to undertake a world-class programme of scientific research, and to sustain for the UK an 

active and influential regional presence and a leadership role in Antarctic affairs. 

There is currently a vacancy for a Scientific assistant (fisheries biology) to work at the 

applied fisheries research laboratory at King Edward Point (KEP) on the sub-Antarctic island 

of South Georgia. The successful candidate will assist with the laboratory and field-based 

research programme undertaken by BAS on behalf of the Government of South Georgia and 

South Sandwich Islands (GSGSSI). 

You will be required to undertake biological sampling of the inshore waters of South Georgia 

using a variety of techniques such as plankton nets and recorders. Laboratory work will 

include the analysis of specimens from the inshore sampling programme and the commercial 

fishery. The work will be focused on the commercially important Patagonian toothfish and 

mackerel icefish but will include research on a range of other associated species and bycatch. 

Feeding ecology, distribution, growth and reproductive ecology are the main research areas 

where you will be expected to provide data that help to underpin the sustainable 

management of fish resources at South Georgia. 

You will be required to participate in ship-based surveys of the commercially important 

resource species of South Georgia and could be asked to spend time at sea on commercial 

fishing vessels acting as a scientific observer. The day to day management of the laboratory 

facilities is an important element of the post. You will help to prepare data and reports as 

required and produce scientific papers for publication in peer-reviewed journals where 

appropriate. 

The applied fisheries research laboratory at King Edward Point, South Georgia opened in 

March 2001 following the departure of the military garrison from the island. The station 

boasts well-equipped analytical and wet laboratories, a scientific library and modern 

computer facilities linked to the BAS headquarters in Cambridge. A high quality, 

accommodation block provides comfortable living conditions for the personnel on station. 

Over winter the station has a BAS complement of eight: - two scientists and five support staff 



including a doctor and a two boatmen. The station personnel also provide logistical support 

for the GSGSSI Marine Officers and the South Georgia Museum located at the abandoned 

whaling station at Grytviken. 

The post is based at South Georgia and is a fixed term appointment of 27 months (with 

approximately 24 months continuously at South Georgia). You will work alongside the 

zoological field assistant at KEP and report to the science manager at BAS, Cambridge. You 

will also be responsible for the implementation of Health and Safety regulations on the 

station and in the field. 

 

Purpose 
To assist with all aspects of the laboratory and field-based research programme undertaken 

by BAS on behalf of the Government of South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands. To 

undertake biological sampling of the inshore waters of South Georgia using a variety of 

techniques and to analyse samples in the laboratory. 

 

Qualification 
Applicants should have a good degree in marine biology, fisheries science or a related subject 

and have fieldwork experience of sampling techniques for marine fauna. They should also be 

numerate and possess computer/IT skills and have experience of data handling and analysis. 

Experience of marine aquarium systems would be an advantage. Previous experience of 

small-boat handling and working at sea is desirable. You may be required to work at sea on 

fishing vessels as an international scientific fisheries observer and must be a UK passport 

holder to fulfil this role. 

 

Duties 
• To assist with all aspects of the implementation of the fisheries research programme 

at King Edward Point, South Georgia. 

• To undertake both laboratory and field research and participate on ship-based 

scientific surveys. 

• To maintain live specimens within the controlled temperature facility. 

• To assist with the update of the scientific database. 

• To prepare data and reports as required and produce scientific papers for publication 

in peer-reviewed journals where appropriate. 

• To undertake other duties as requested by the Director of BAS. 

 

We welcome applications from all sections of the community. People from ethnic minorities 

and disabled people are currently under-represented and their applications are particularly 

welcome. We operate a guaranteed interview scheme for disabled candidates who meet the 

minimum criteria for the job role. 

You will need to be physically capable and medically fit to work in Antarctic conditions. 

 



Skills Specification 
Skills are listed as either Essential or Desirable. Desirable skills importance rating 

in parenthesis (1 is high, 5 is low) 

Communication skills - a) oral skills b) written skills 

• Fluent in written and spoken English language. - Essential 

• Scientific report/paper writing. - Desirable [2] 

• Accurate reporting to deadlines. - Essential 

• Instructions to co-workers and feedback to managers must be clear and 

unambiguous. - Essential 

Computer / IT skills 

• Degree standard computing and IT. - Essential 

• Experience of statistical and or GIS software applications. - Desirable [2] 

Interpersonal skills 

• Ability to mix positively with others in an isolated work place. - Essential 

• Ability to work remotely with minimum supervision as part of a small isolated 

team. - Essential 

Managerial ability 

• Must be able to manage own time effectively. - Essential 

Numerical ability 

• Degree standard numeracy. - Essential 
• Some applied experience of biometrics and statistics. - Desirable [2] 

Other Factors 

• Must be fit and physically able to work at sea on research surveys. - Essential 

Qualifications 

• Science degree in Marine Biology/Zoology (or equivalent) - Essential 

• A masters degree in applied marine biology. - Desirable [1] 

• THE JOBHOLDER MAY BE REQUIRED TO WORK AT SEA ON FISHING 

VESSELS AS AN INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC FISHERIES OBSERVER 

AND MUST BE A UK PASSPORT HOLDER TO FULFIL THIS ROLE. - 

Essential 

Resource Management ability 

• Basic laboratory management. - Desirable [4] 

• Awareness of risk management. - Desirable [4] 

Skills / Experience 

• Marine Biology background. Interest in fisheries related science. - Essential 

• Experience of fisheries science or resource management. At-sea Fieldwork 

experience. Some aquarium experience would be beneficial. - Desirable [1] 


